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THE
MAG ICIAN

By JAMES V. TAURRG!

4ST Call 4o ge* aboard énunded from
the Mars-Earth space liner, SPaCE-
HOPPER. & 1lone figure -

plank. She carried no baggage,
small hand-bag.
ally known as an Ear+hborn—Mar+1an.
was small an d
Mar+ians, bu+ had the golden coloring of
Farth instead of the lead coloring usu-
ally associated with a Mar+tian., S h e
came inside and signed her name on the
ship's record book. Jane 6EMZ5 was +he
name she signed. She +ook ou+ her pass-—
por+ and showed it *+o the
signed 1+,gave her +he key +0 her cabin,
and gave *+he signal + o +ake down +the
gangplank, The air-lock closed wi+h a
hiss, and the next moment the ship rose
wag was off on its journey t+o +he BEarth,
In her cabin Jane REM35 +ook a
spall map ou+ of her handbag and s+udied
i+ very carefully, t+hen placed i+ on +the
me+al floor an d se+t fire +o i+t. The

She

BGPOY&*Qd“&
from +he crowd and walked up the gangi - .
only a

She was what is gener- “was +o be held.

slender as the regularf

officer. He

possible

"The Magician Of Space” by James V.

Tauraei hag probably +he s+ranges+
pr1n+ins history of a n y amateur
fiction plece. I+ was written for
‘and firs+ ‘apneared in the fan maga-
,zine SCIENTI-SNaPS- Ain i+s Summer
1938 ‘issue. La+er 1+ was published
" in the. Canadian UNCaNNY TaLES, In
":;_,;1943 i+ “came out as COSMIC LIBR4RY
/41, aifan ‘publication published by
“what 1s now Science-Fic+ion Times,

Inc, I+ w a s reprinted again in
“- +he augzus+ 1948 issue of FaNTaSY-
CLTIMES, .- I+ w a_s translated in+o

Spanish and published as "E1 Mago
Del Espacio" in the June 1950 issue
of Mexico's LOS CUENWOS FANWASWICO&:
She was +he main character in Joha'
Giunta's firs+ professional -cartoon
that appeared 1 n six issues. ‘of
AMAZING MaN COMICS around 1939- 4C.
O+her stories in + h e - series, .of
which +his 1is +the_firs+, have ap-
peared in +he fan mags COSMIC WALES.
FnNmnSY—WIMES and o*hers.

With such a his+ory behind 1+,
i+ geemed on l y fi++ing +hat i+
should be reprinted here.

ashes she picked up and +hrew down the
air-ghaf+ +hat+ supplied her room., No

‘one would ever find it.

Then
the mnidway dinner
Every passenger .who
wasn't space sick and all the officers
who weren'+ on duty gathered in the
great dinning room of +he ship for +he
gala event. Jane had & +able near where
the Cap*ain, a plump li++le man, and the
highest ranking Bar+h and Mar+ian men
and_women sa+, Buring +he dinner, one
of +he society women of Earth exclaimed
+0 the Captain,

"Can't we ge+ some fresh frui+ aboand
this liner? I should +hink tha+ a nerson
of my s+tandards should have _& _li++le
considera+ion."

Ity very:

, Days passed uneven+fully.
came +he nigh* dhat+

sorry, mam, but i+'s im-
+o carry fresh fruit on a +rip
of +his kind. I+ +akes up +oo much room
and we mus* make u s ¢ of every square
inch we have,
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Befqre hin Jane gazed'a+ +he Captain
-ag If in-deep +hought, *hen she relaxed
2pd -continued eating. The (lap+ain +urn-
‘ed +o his food. H 1 s face gof whi*e,
grea+ beads of swea+ :8+00d on his fore-
head. The socle*y women ‘next+ .+0 him
gave a-snor+, The res+ of +he_pfflcers
s+o0od looking at +he Cap+a1n s dish with
+heir mouths open. There 1 n .fron+ of
+he Cap+ain s+ood a dish con+a1nipg the
nos+ perishable fruits of Bar+h!

No use saying. tha+ the Cap+a1n was
angry +he-res# of .+he meal; he wag. 3u+
above all he wanted + o know how Barth
frui+ .h-a 4 come aboard an Bar+h liner
which had- jus+ left Mars. I+ was & mess,
but thig was jus+ +he.beglnning.. F or
the next. +wo days +h1ngs like that began
happening: +hroughou+ the ship. Passen-
gers would say tha+ +hey would like so
and so,.and 1+ would - appssr for +hem.
. Qne: women - exclaimed. aloud +ha& she would
like & new. gown, and,- when_ she +urned +0
look inte: & mirror, . sho.; caw hat she was
wearing i+. 5 he was out cold Ior +wo
whole houras.

- The Cap+ain was .2 t+ his wits end.
How-in -+ h e nane of heaven could auch
. +hings happent He was pulled out of his
+thcughts by +he First Ma+e who informed
_hin +hat another space ship was near by.
* The Cap*ain . rose. to go into the control
cabin when & loud explosion racked +he
rear of the liner. He yelled and rushed
to +he rear +o see wha+ +he trouble was.
‘With him went mes+ o £ +he officers in
. the con+rol room &nd +hose thereabout,
When +hey reached +he rear +hey found
+hat nothing seemed *+o be dis+urbed. No
sign of an explosion was seen. Mis+1fied
the:Captain and Co, started for the con-
. trol.room. They. arrived just in +ine ‘o
see a figure in a space~sui+ slip into
an emergency air-lock. Si++ing on &
chair a s if in a daze was Clinker+on,
the Firs+ Mate, T h e Capt*tain picked &
glass of water from & small sink and
threw i1+ into Clinkerton's face. The
nan looked up as if he ‘had jus+ come +0
his senses and yelled, ‘"S+op her, stop

her quick. She's got *+he shipment o f
radium," B
"What", exploded the Cap*ain. "Quick

man speak up. How did she get+ 1+? TYou
are the only one besides myself who Enew
where 1+ wasg!" )

"I'm sorry, Captain',

wailed +the

_a+ one . of
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man, "I+ waen'+ my fauld,  She Hypno~
+ized me into +elling ha'where 1+ was .
I just couldnt+ help i+.  Toock <=—s +his
was left+ in my hand. Gosh!!f o
"Hore, le+ me eee," shouted +he’ Gap~
+ain as he +ook +he piece of paper out
of . +he. :1rs+ Mate's hand. "Well I'11l be

darn. "So0.1i+ was her who was responsible
for all +those queer happenings.-' “Parh
i+ I should have_suspected 1+, We were

all hypnotlsed into +h1nk1ng w e heard
an explosion and the o+ther ‘things.‘ - »nd
now i+'s + o o late +o0 ge*+ her. -She's
probably aboard +ha+ ship +ha+ was near
us, and 1s far away from here mow.- Darn!"
The slip of paper in his hand read,

"With +the compliments of +the MaGICIAN OF
‘SPACE“‘

Later +hey found tha+ Jane 6EM35

wag missing and.tha*+ +he space wheré she

had signed Ker name in

+he’record onk
was blank, ' a
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by Ldne S*annard

|1 the change in owhership' of "The
Original Sclence Fic+ion S+ories“, we

+hink 1§ would be interes+ing  *o review

. the history of +hls magazine,

In 1939, Charles Hornig announoad
+ h e Queens Science Fiction
League meetings +*ha+ h e - would soon be

_.edi+ing 2 .new science—fic*ion nagazine,
This new magagine *+urned out +o be "Sei-

ence Fic+1on""] the publisher “Louis Si1-
berkliet. - &+ +ha+ +ime Mr,~ Silberklbe+
wasg +he publisher of a ‘nufiber of pulp—
size magazines mos+ly on a hinmon+hly
schedule. - -

The firs* issue’ of ° "Science Fic*+ion"
wasg dated March 1939. 11 issues follow-
ed wunder +his +itle dated: June 1939,
sugus+ 1939, 0c+ober 1939, December 1939,
March 1940, June 1940, ~Oct+ober 1940,
January 1941, March_ 1941, June 19#1, and
Sep+ember 1941. T°+ was tombined with
"Future Fic+ion" after +the Sep+ember g
issue° Robert W. Lowndes became editor
of +he magazine in 194l.

I+ wasn'+ +00 long after Mr. Silber-
kliet had published +he firs+ issue of
"Science Fiction" +hat +he decision came

whether +o publish "Science Fic+ion" on
a mon*thly basis or +o bring out & com—



‘April 1943 and July .19432.

“Times. Inc.,
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panion magazine.' I+ lookedéfOr a +ime4
as if a monthly nagaziie. would-win-out,:
In fact +the announcemehts: +ha+ ‘"geience.
Ficiion" would be fhon+hly were sent.out.
But when“the dle was cagt, A companjion-
nagazine was decided oni © . "Future Fic-
+1on" -was ‘the:tl+le 'and +he firs+ igsue
was ‘dated Wovenber -1939.". : Five more is-
stes of +he magazine apvreared under +his
+itles February 1940, July 1940, -Novem-—
ber- 1940, - wpril 1941,  Brd - august 1941,
Rober+ W, Youndes had become edl+or dur—
ine 1940, ¢ ¢ o Tero
T 5elence Fiction" was combined into
WPutdre Fiction" * with +he October 1941~
1ssue ‘and + h'e cormbined megazine was
called "Future OCombined With Sdience
Fiction", - The ‘volume numbering of "Fut-
ure Fic+ion" 'was maintained. ~The:first
issue iinde¥ +he combina+ion was Vol. 2 -
No. 1. Five more issues appeared under
+his title: December 1041, February 1942
april 1942, June 1942, and augus+ 1942,
With the October 1242 issue (Vol. 3 -
No. 1) the +itle wag§ &gain changed. This
+ime +o "Future, Fantasy® A n 4 Sclence
Fic+ion“ Tow more issues appeared un—
‘der’ +his +itle: December 1942, &and-Fel-
@uary 1943, Cnte #gzain- the magazine was
‘rerirled; this +imes o "Science: Fic+ian
Stories" and *wo issues were.published:
W1+h +he July
1943 issue, “the magazine was - suspended.
af+er +he war, +he magszine was Tre-
vived, but the - volume numberiné was o+,
I+ appeared’ a s -"Future Combined Wi+th
Séience Fic+ion" with:the 'MaywJdune 1950
‘issue and 1% was ﬁumbered ‘Yol. ln-No..l.
THE ORIGINaL SCIENCE FIC”ION SWORIES is
P. 0. 3Box 115,
Volume 11 = Number 2a,

-P. "0. Box 115, Solvay Branch,.'

ay*acuse it New York

.Jbeen editor

bolvay Branch, Syracuse .9, New:York.
Copyrigh+ (©) 19€1 by Science-Fic+ion Timeg, Inc.

he name was ehanged. +o "Fu+ure bcience
Fiction" . with .-+he Jemmary. 1952, issuen
The magazine an+inued as & pulp un}il
the Oc+ober 1954 4 ssue .when i+ was sus~

pended. I+ was. revived late in 1055 as
a diges+ "one— sho+",. here the numbering
had ‘been changed from: volumes . +.0
straight numbering. The. first diges+
was #28. #s 29, 30 and Z1. appeared in
1956, I + adapted: regular schedule in

1587, "eventually becane aAbi—mon+hly and
the last issue’ was +he #49 issue dated
June-. 1660, e
JIn 1953. _Louils Silberklie+ +ried

out & digest s—f "one-ghot!,+i+led "Sei.

ence Fiction Stories": :In 1954, ano+her
issue, also & "one-~ sho+" ~ numbered_ #2
was +ried.. Both these +rial "one-shotsh
did very good, so:goed. 1 n. fac+ that

with +he January 1955 issue i+ wag plac-
ed on a.bl-mon+thly schedule and given-
the volume numbering of, "Future Science
Fiction"s .- ' The Jennary. }955 1ssue being
Vol.: 5 —~ No. 4, Wi+h *+he Seprember 1955
issue +he name was slightly changed +o
MThe Original Science Fiction S+tories"
and *he magazine cont+inued as such un*il
I+ was +emporarily suspended with  +he
May 196C issue.- Robert+ W. Lowndes " had
1 of +he masazine un+il +hen.
"mhe Criginal - Science Fiction Stories"
was monthly for a short +ime in 1958 And
1959.

b
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Wi+h +his issue +he magazine will

.be publiehed by Sclence-Fic+ion.Times,

Inc., ‘and the new editor will be Ray Van
Houten. -+ :
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